Jill's Journal
December 9, 2009
CHAT WITH JILL:  Sunday 1-3pm
My last organized chat with constituents before the next session will be this Sunday, December 12 from 1-3pm at the HyVee at 87th and Pflumm.  Discuss your concerns, hear about issues likely to surface in the next session, or just drop by to introduce yourself.  A table will be set up on the periphery of the eating area.  Come share some snacks and friendly discussion.
FEEDBACK ON CELL PHONE LEGISLATION
Obviously many of you are passionate about distracted drivers being dangers on the road. “You can’t ever be too strict in these situations.”  “I would love to see Kansas join the states that ban cell phone talking and texting while driving…it would certainly make the roads a lot safer.”  One person sent me this video link for a British public safety announcement:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0LCmStIw9E.  Craig Jorgenson, a constituent and an American Family Insurance agent, has sent me numerous articles about texting and cell phone usage while driving since I was elected.  (For a great summary of this issue try this link: javascript:void(0);/*1260386140337*/http://www.iii.org/IU/Cellphone-and-driving/ or go to the Insurance Information Institute website and follow this path:  home; insurance topics-risks click highway safety; research & background papers click cellphones and driving.)  If you can’t limit your own cell phone use while in the car, there is a product called ZoomSafer that disables a driver’s cell phone while at driving speeds!  Thanks for the information, Craig.

Nineteen states and the District of Columbia ban texting while driving. Nine other states ban texting for novice drivers, according to the Governors Highway Safety Association.

Currently, Michigan has bills in both the House and Senate to limit texting. The House bill would prohibit drivers in Michigan from reading, writing or sending text messages while driving, except to report accidents, crimes or emergencies that jeopardize their safety.  The Senate Transportation Committee approved a bill that would punish drivers for text messaging as a secondary offense. 


WHAT I’M DOING AND HEARING…
This has been a very busy fall and winter for me as a legislator.  With limited state funds and projections of further cuts, groups are seeking out legislators to educate us about their needs and services and to establish lines of communication critical for facilitating exchange of information during the next session.

Instead of my usual listing of activities, what follows is a grouping by topic with subject notes.  

These are difficult times…increased need coupled with decreased funds.  During this time of holidays (Christmas Friday December 25, Hanukkah Friday December 11, and Islamic New Year December 18), if it is part of your tradition to reach out, many providers in our community could use your support in terms of funds or volunteer hours.  I have included the contact information for some of the organizations that I have visited with over the past few months.  


HEALTH/ HUMAN SERVICES
Nearly 340,000 Kansans are uninsured; 8.9% of Johnson Countians are without health coverage (2009 Kansas Health Institute).

REACH HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION organized a tour of Wyandotte and Johnson County health care services for legislators.  Reach provides funding and advocacy for health care programs for the indigent and underserved in the areas of oral health, mental health, and safety net health services.  For more information or to volunteer, contact information is included below.
• Turner House Children’s Clinic provides primary health care to uninsured and underserved children; the median income of the area served is $23,977.  Constituent Dr. Tony Diehl is a founder and long-time volunteer at the clinic.  Dennis Boody, Executive Director, 913-341-2525.
• Duchesne Clinic, a part of Caritas Clinics, provides primary health care only to uninsured people living at or below 150% of the federal poverty level.  More than half of their patients are Hispanic and more than 75% have one or more chronic diseases.  Amy Falk, Executive Directory, 913-321-2626
• Miles of Smiles, a project developed by the UMKC dental hygiene faculty, provides preventive dental services to low-income children attending selected Olathe Title 1 elementary schools.  Oral exams, x-rays, cleanings, fluoride washes, sealants, education and referrals to dentists for intervention are some of the services offered on site.  They need dentists willing to take their referrals.   Melanie Simmer-Beck, Assistant Professor, 816-235-6490.    
• Johnson County Health Department, now led by Lugene Marsh, is offering a public H1N1 vaccination clinic this Thursday, December 10th from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The clinic will be at the health department, 11875 S. Sunset Drive, Olathe, KS 66061. The vaccine is free and will be administered on a first-come, first-served basis. There should be plenty of vaccine available for those in the target groups (pregnant women, persons who live with or provide regular care for infants less than six months of age, healthcare and emergency services personnel, persons 6 mo. through 24 years of age, and persons 25 through 64 who have medical conditions that put them at higher risk for influenza-related complications) and immunizations will probably be opened up to all that want it. You can save yourself some time in line by completing consent forms and vaccine information sheets and bringing them with you.  You can access the forms at http://www.jocoflu.org.  For additional information, go to the website or call the flu information line at (913) 826-1263 from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

UNITED COMMUNITY SERVICES Annual Meeting
UCS is a unique provider of informed community-based planning.  It mobilizes community resources to address human service needs for people living and working in Johnson County.   At their annual meeting, I was elected to the UCS Board of Directors for a three-year term and will serve on the Public Policy Committee.  
    
Congratulations to Senator John Vratil who received the Distinguished Public Service Award and to Sue Bond for her Citizen of the Year Award.  
     
Evergreen Living, formerly Johnson County’s “county home,” received the Excellence in Community Service Award.  Theirs is an amazing story.  They have implemented evidence-based care that focuses on providing a normal home life for its elderly residents.  For example, residents may chose the color of their room; residents chose when they get up, have meals, etc.; and staff provide assistance to maximize resident’s independence in their “home.”  Residents are at the top of their organizational chart.

CULTIVATING HEALTHY KANSANS, a Leadership Summit on Health Promotion & Chronic Disease Prevention.
Chronic diseases like diabetes, obesity, and heart disease are increasing in prevalence and occurrence and are draining the resources of our health care system.  There are 68 deaths each day attributable to chronic disease.  The percentage of 9 year-old children who will develop diabetes by the age of 50 will be 35% for Caucasians, 43% for Blacks, and 49% for Hispanics.  The good news is that most chronic diseases can be influenced by changes in lifestyle…diet, exercise, and not smoking.  Steven Aldana, CEO of Wellsteps, a worksite wellness program for employers, insists that adopting and maintaining a healthy lifestyle can extend life by 10-20 years…that is10-20 years of high quality life.  The challenging news is that lifestyle changes are difficult to achieve individually and collectively.  The website, www.cultivatinghealthykansans.org, will be updated soon to include a wealth of conference information from local, regional and national experts in public health.   At this conference, I joined several other legislators on a panel which discussed policies that could impact public health and chronic disease in Kansas.

STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL OF KANSAS (SILCK)
As of August 31, 2009, there were 1,230 people with physical disabilities waiting for services and 1,779 people with developmental disabilities waiting for services.
There are thirteen Centers for Independent Living in Kansas.  These centers provide free services to people with disabilities to assist them in living independently.  Living at home or in the community with support services is less costly than institutional care, saving one-third to one-half the cost of institutional care.

METROPOLITAN ORGANIZATION TO COUNTER SEXUAL ASSAULT (MOSCA) Fall Forum
In the first six months of 2009, 229 hospital runs were made by MOCSA staff and volunteers to provide support and advocacy for rape victims.  MOSCA’s mission is to lessen the ill effects of sexual assault and abuse.   
Training is available to volunteers interested in staffing the crisis line or being a hospital advocate.  Contact Jessie Funk at 816-285-1378.

JO. CO. COMMISSION ON AGING AND JO. CO. AREA AGENCY ON AGING
AAA lost $750,000 in funding from the federal government in 2008.  The state replaced these funds in 2008 but not in 2009.  The $750,000 was used for transporting staff to and from the homes of the frail elderly.  During the first 6 months of 2009, AAA reached 4,477 seniors in their homes.  They would like these funds restored.

NCSL’S LEGISLATOR IN THE LAB MEETING
In this National Congress of State Legislator’s program, legislators from across the nation who serve on health committees are invited to visit various health centers to learn about the diagnosis and treatment of cardiovascular disease among the general population and specifically within communities of color.  I visited the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio.  The need for policies that help prevent childhood obesity (and thus decrease the incidence of heart disease and diabetes) was the common thread in nearly every presentation.


GOVERNMENT GROUPS
League of Kansas Municipalities (organization of over 575 Kansas cities)
The Board of County Commissioners of Johnson County
City of Olathe
Johnson and Wyandotte County Council of Mayors

These groups brought forth issues that may be addressed in the next legislative session or are of concern to the group:
• Continued funding of an excellent public education system (K- 12+) allowing for flexibility and local control.  Education is viewed as an economic development tool and a workforce issue.
• Preserve the current level of funding for the 911 calling system.  Currently a fee on every wireline goes into a fund to subsidize t911 service in low population areas. On July 1, 2010, Kansas law will no longer authorize collection of these fees.  This will cause a significant reduction in the amount of 911 tax revenue from wireline telephones and adversely impact emergency communication systems.
• Support for a new statewide comprehensive transportation plan. It is estimated that every very dollar spent in the last transportation plan generated $3 in economic growth for the state.
• Oppose any mandate that would require collective bargaining at the local level.
• Protect the local motor fuels receipts and the alcoholic liquor tax fund which is used locally to provide parks and recreation programs, alcohol and drug treatment and prevention, and general fund monies. 
• Secure the future of the Kansas Public Employees Retirement System.
• Increase awareness of a trend in appraisals of commercial real estate where commercial property owners are arguing before the Court of Tax Appeals that their properties are virtually “worthless” because of their “unique” nature (built to specifications that others would not want).  This has implications for the local tax base.


EDUCATION
Johnson County Community College Legislative Breakfast
Olathe Schools Breakfast
Shawnee Mission Education Foundation State of the School Breakfast
Shawnee Mission Schools

INCREASED ENROLLMENT:  
• JCCC experienced a 7% increase in fall enrollment (which mirrors the unemployment rate) and expects a 7-10% enrollment increase in the spring.
• Shawnee Mission schools, whose population had declined for a number of years, experienced an unexpected increase. The Shawnee Mission district increased its total headcount by 28, for a total of 27,799 students compared to 27,771 students last school year.
• Olathe continues to experience growth.
NEW PROGRAMS
•    JCCC will offer two new certificate programs, one for a residential energy auditor and another a solar electric/photovoltaic technician.
• JCCC joined with KU to expand the education of math and science teachers through UKanTeach.
• A system of signature programs at the Shawnee Mission high schools let students have specialty experience in bio medial and pre-medical health science (North), biotechnology (West), international baccalaureate (East, Northwest), engineering (East), international studies (South), and legal studies (East).
ADDITIONS
• JCCC expanded its science building to include the dental hygiene and paramedic programs
• JCCC broke ground for its new Olathe Health Education Center in December.  This new facility will house allied health programs for nursing (practical, certified nurse assistant), technicians (EKC, pharmacy, medical laboratory, and surgical), medical office (billing, coding, transcription), and other health workers (phlebotomy, dietary manager).
• With completion of the new Highlands Elementary school building, all bond projects in Shawnee Mission School District will be completed this school year.
FUNDING
• The state faces a shortfall of nearly $260 million and must balance the budget for the current fiscal year. To accomplish this, Governor Parkinson ordered a cut to K-12 education in the amount of $191.8 million. These reductions from the state take place immediately and represent the fourth reduction in funding for schools since March 2009.  For detailed budget information for Shawnee Mission schools visit http://www.smsd.org/publicinfo/Budget/budget.htm?ref=homepage 


BUSINESS
Shawnee Chamber of Commerce Legislative Reception
Olathe Chamber of Commerce Breakfast
My LiLA Now Dinner for Legislators
Kansas Bio and Kansas Bioscience Authority Tour
Greater KC Chamber of Commerce’s 122nd Annual Dinner
Kansas Society of Professional Engineers Legislative Breakfast


My LiLA Now---building a highly skilled educated and trained workforce
LiLAs (Lifelong Learning Accounts) are employer-matched, portable, employee-owned accounts used to finance education and training.  They operate like a 401(k) for adult education and training, where individual contributions to a learning account are matched by employer contributions and possibly third parties (tax credits, low-income matches, etc.).  Funded as part of OneKC WIRED, My LiLA Now is Kansas City’s bi-state pilot project.   Features of the program include paperless online enrollment, a debit card to handle program expenditures and individual career counseling at One-Stop Career Centers.  Businesses interested in providing this benefit to their employees should contact:  Suzy Makalous, Director of My LiLA Now, 816-595-2313.

BIOSCIENCE INNOVATION TOUR 2009
Sponsored by KansasBio and Kansas Bioscience Authority, this informative tour took legislators through Manhattan, Lenexa, and Topeka businesses that received support from these groups. One such business, KC BioMedix in Lenexa, is a medical device company that was established to commercialize technologies developed at the University of Kansas for the care and treatment of infants born prematurely.  Their first product, the NTrainer System® enables neonatal care units to assess and then provide therapy to develop infant non-nutritive suck.

GREATER KC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE---“What’s the (Next) Big Idea?”
After 19 years as Chamber President, Pete Levi retired and was honored at this annual dinner.  Kristi Wyatt will act as Interim President and Peter deSilva is the incoming Chairman of the Board.


MISCELLANEOUS
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS “CELEBRATING THE RIGHT TO VOTE”
This October luncheon celebrated 89 years of women’s suffrage with Professor Jane Cox’s dramatization, “Carrie Chapman Catt:  The Yellow Rose of Suffrage.”   It was a powerful performance!  Did you know that Wyoming was the first to give women the right to vote and that support of women’s suffrage nearly kept Wyoming from becoming a state?!  To read more about women’s suffrage: www.pbs.org/wnet/historyofus/web09/segment2.html

DOLE INSTITUTE OF POLITICS:  DONNA SHALALA
Ms. Shalala was given the 2009 Dole Leadership Prize for her public service.  What a remarkable woman!  In very candid remarks, she described challenges she faced as the longest serving Secretary of Health and Human Services under Clinton, her assessment of current health care reform, and personal stories about growing up in an immigrant family.

MID-AMERICA REGIONAL COUNCIL’S:  “ADVANCING SOCIAL EQUITY” by ANGELA GLOVER BLACKWELL
As CEO of PolicyLink, Ms. Blackwell spoke on poverty and equitable development.  She referenced “The Harlem Children’s Zone,” a project that offers innovative, efficiently run programs aimed at breaking the cycle of generational poverty for thousands of children and families in a 100 block area of Harlem.  Kansas City, Missouri is hoping to replicate this project.  For more information about HCZ:  www.hcz.org/.

Need a Holiday Bonus?  
Check for Unclaimed Cash or Property!
Every year businesses turn over nearly $20M to the State Treasurer in unclaimed funds from utility deposits, inactive savings and checking accounts, un-cashed checks, stock shares and bonds, dividend checks, insurance proceeds, and mineral royalties.  In addition, the contents of nearly 600 safety deposit boxes that have been lost or forgotten are also given to the state yearly.  The State Treasurer’s office puts the owner’s name on its website and tries to reconnect the owner with their property.  Check the website:  http://www.kansascash.com/prodweb/up/index.php for your name and how to make a free claim or call 800-432-0386.  

Next Session
The 2010 session begins on January 11th.  With construction in the Capitol nearing completion, my office will be moving to the Capitol.   If you are in Topeka, come visit me on the fifth floor, west side, room 561C-W.  I’ll pass along my new phone number as soon as I get it.  For now, please contact me using the information below.



Serving you,

Jill Quigley                        
Representative, 17th District            
Lenexa & Shawnee 
jill@jillquigley.com
P.O. Box 14823
Lenexa, KS  66285  
Home:  913-541-9645



 












 
